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Performing Glocalization of
the 24 Festive Drums in
Malaysia and China
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Abstract

The enormous sound amplitude of the 24 Festive Drums is a thrilling
performative spectacle in Malaysia’s cultural scene. Being native to the
Malaysian sonic landscape, the drums exhibit distinguishable Chinese
characteristics in nature: it was established in 1988 when renowned Malaysian
intellectuals Tan Chai Puan ([§ ;%) and the late Tan Hooi Song ([ {#is=
integrated the conception of the “jieling” (£fi<) into the drum design and the
stylistic performance. The spirited, captivating rhythm of the membranophones
was then an instant success as a well-received cultural feast, eventually making
the performing art a highly regarded national heritage. This ethnographic study
examines explicitly the 24 Festive Drums that flourished in Malaysia and China.
Based on in-depth interviews with 15 professionals involved in the 24 Festive
Drums in China and Malaysia, this study investigates how the performance with
Chinese cultural characteristics displays a combination of globalization and
localization. The findings indicate that, in the context of globalization, the drum
demonstrates “glocal” attributes in the process of Chinese cultural dissemination
and reflects these characteristics in the “glocal” identity construction among the
practitioners. It suggests that the identity is not an isolated individuality, but a
composite identity constantly constructed and reshaped in the cultural flow of
integration between global and local cultures.

Keywords: 24 Festive Drums, cultural heritage, performing, glocalization,
ethnography
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