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Transformation and Transcendence:
The Personal Narrative of a
Musically Gifted Student

Shu-Ting CHEN

Abstract

This study analyzes the life story of a musically gifted student through his
personal narrative and traces the trajectory of his career development based on
different stages of life story. The subject of the research is a Taiwanese musician who
was identified musically gifted student when he was a child and is currently a
professional in music-related field. The author divides the discussion of his narrative
account into “transformation,” which covers the years from childhood to university,
and “transcendence” which encompasses his graduate study and later career as a
professional musician. For “transformation,” the life stages are divided into: 1.
Growing under the protective wings of the parents, 2. Developing music abilities and
deciding on the career path as a professional musician, and 3. Encountering
challenges which helped expand self-growth and transformation. For “transcen-
dence,” the life experiences are divided into two major stages, namely, “stepping out
of the comfort zone and venturing into new terrains of learning,” and “embracing
challenges continuously and heightening self-expectations in the musical career.”
Based upon the analysis and discussion of this personal narrative, this study has the
following findings that may serve as a reference for the education of musically gifted
students: 1. Parents play pivotal roles in the career development of musically gifted
students, 2. Certain personal traits ensure the continuous success in both learning
and career development, 3. Musically gifted education can have both positive and
negative influence on the development of young students, and 4. Musically gifted
students should learn to maintain a balance between reality and self-expectation.

Keywords: musically gifted, gifted education, life story, career development,
narrative research

* This article, written on the subject of music education, uses APA format.
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