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“The Edited Recording of Folksong
Collection” in 1968: A Study on
Hakka’s “Tealeaf-Picking Tunes” and
“Mountain Songs”

Li-Hsueh TAI

Abstract

To help facilitate the establishment of the “Center for Chinese Music
Studies” in 1968 in Bonn, Germany, Wei-Liang Shih (1926-1977) headed for
Germany with the result of his long-term research project, “Folksong Collective
Movement.” Among the files and music recordings he carried with himself, there
was a soundtrack entitled, “The Edited Recording of Folksong Collection,” with
20 folksongs included. The content of the recording ranges from typical hakka,
hoklo, to indigenous songs, which were recorded and compiled into the album in
the 1960s. The social and cultural background of composition and the music
content of these songs are worthy of further investigation.

Instead of discussing all the songs collected in “The Edited Recording of
Folksong Collection,” this paper focuses on two hakka folksongs sung by Pi-hsia
Lai (1932-2015), “Tealeaf-Picking Tunes” and “Mountain Songs,” which are
listed as track No. 1 and No. 2. The author tries to answer the following questions:
1. Who was in charge of the collection of “Tealeaf-Picking Tunes” and
“Mountain Songs?” When were they collected, between 1965-1967 or in July
1967 during the large-scale folksong collective movement? 2. Why was the
rendition of Pi-hsia Lai selected for “The Edited Recording of Folksong
Collection?” 3. What are the music and verbal contents of the two songs? This
research also contextualizes the album within the cultural and historic
background of the collection in order that the folksongs, which have been
preserved in the archives in Germany over half a century ago, can shed new light
on related studies.

Keywords: “The Edited Recording of Folksong Collection,” “Folksong
Collective Movement,” “Tealeaf-Picking Tunes,” “Mountain
Songs,” Pi-hsia Lai
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