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Abstract

From its inception, jazz has always been a forward-looking and forward-
thinking music. While almost all jazz musicians draw inspiration from the past,
every new generation of artists revamp the genre with creative changes. This
study focuses on the melodic, harmonic and rhythmic innovations of
vibraphonists, including Milt Jackson (1923-1999, MI), Bobby Hutcherson
(1941-2016, LA), Gary Burton (b. 1943, IN) and Joe Locke (b. 1959, CA), by
analyzing transcriptions of their improvised solos on the same piece of music,
Bags’ Groove.

Following in the footsteps of vibraphonists Lionel Hampton (1908-2002,
KY) and Red Norvo (1908-1999, IL), Milt Jackson’s performance of this piece
is rooted in the blues and bebop. For the purpose of this study, I use Jackson’s
improvisation style as a foundation for the other soloists’ styles. Heavily
influenced by Jackson, Hutcherson merges his pentatonic scales with blues
inflection and bebop style. Burton blends chromatic elements with bebop. Locke
absorbs the knowledge from his predecessors and includes more reharmo-
nization. However, this kind of change in jazz doesn’t necessarily mean
contemporary musicians are superior to their precursors. In a recent interview
with Locke, he concedes that not only was he influenced by Jackson, Hutcherson
and Burton, but that they are all great musicians in their own right.
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