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Analysis of Messiaen’s Transcribing
Techniques for Orchestra
—An Example of Selected Pieces from
Poemes pour Mi

Ching-Yu Hsiau
Abstract

In his early works, Messiaen had developed a distinctive musical language,
and he transcribed his original pieces several times for other instrumental groups.
Taking his nine-song cycle Poémes pour Mi as an example, the original
instrumentation for soprano and piano was “transcribed” by Messiaen into a work
for soprano and orchestra one year later. Although the vocal part remained
unchanged, the accompaniment was significantly transformed in its new
incarnation. This study intends to analyze these transcription techniques and their
transformation for orchestra in Messiaen’s work, specifically in an examination of

select pieces from the song cycle Poémes pour Mi.

Keywords: Olivier Messiaen, Modern music, French music, Transcription.
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