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The Characteristics of Art Nouveau
In the Music of Debussy:
Based on Works of Mucha

Fei-wen Shieh

ABSTRACT

Czech artist Alphonse Mucha (1860-1939) is often called as the representative
of the Art Nouveau. Its style shadowed other stylistic elements; they included
French-rooted Rococo and Symbolism, Arabesques and Japonisme in Exoticism,
Bohemian Style in Czech-Slavic spirits, and religion-related Mysticism. All these
styles construct the unique Art Nouveau of Mucha.

However, these styles are not unfamiliar to musicians. They seem related to
the musical style of French composer Claude Debussy (1862-1918). It should the
results of affecting by the artistic atmosphere in visual arts and music. This article
will base on the works of Art Nouveau artist Mucha to explore the parallelism in
Debussy and to debate the characteristics of Art Nouveau in music of Debussy at

the turn of centuries.

Key words: Art Nouveau, Mucha, Debussy, Symbolism, Exoticism
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