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The Study of Palau Traditional Music
& Dance—»based on studies by
YAMAGUTI Osamu & Bigit Abels

Shan-Hua CHIEN

ABSTRACT

As in many other Austronesian cultures, music and dance is an inseparable
event in traditional Palau Society. Traditional dance of Palau, which functions as
ritualistic proceeding, social status, relationship building, and so on, that plays an
important role in Palau traditional society. Since late 19th century, more and more
scholars interested in doing field research on Palau traditional culture. However,
there are only few studies focus on or mention about traditional dance. Thus, this
article is going to focus on comparing the researches of YAMAGUTI, Osamu and
Birgit Abels. From the description and analysis, to the different points of view, this
article points out the difficulties of identity establishing in field research, which

also shows the lack of documents of traditional dance.
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