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Analysis of Jolivet’s Early Piano Works
—An Example of Cing dansesrituelles

Ching-Yu Hsiau
Abstract

This paper is intended to investigate some aspects of the compoasitional
practice of André Jolivet (1905-1974), through the anaysis of his early piano
work — “Cing danses rituelles, 1939.” Jolivet employed not only techniques he
invented for his early works, but he also incorporated elements that evolved from
conventional tonal practice. The novel attributes of his music were thus devel oped
through “de-composing” and thereafter aggregating these two categories of
compositional technique. In addition, he also applied some new principles in the
formation of motives and their development into modal formations. Through this
examination some general observations about Jolivet’s compositional practice are
concluded.

Key words : André Jolivet, Modern music, French music, Piano music,
French composer
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