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Beethoven’s Eighth Symphony —
The Discussion of Undedicated Reasons And

The Analysis of Composition

Ke-Hau Liu

Ph.D., Department of Music, National Taiwan Normal University
Music Teacher, Sanhsing Junior Hight School, Yilan County

Abstract

Beethoven’s Eighth Symphony was the only work which was not dedicated
to anyone among his nine symphonies. However, Beethoven was rather fond of
this composition, according a letter to his friend. Therefore, |1 would like to take
this opportunity to explore the artistic creation of this work, and analyze the
social background and the musical material of the Eighth Symphony.

Based on social climate of Beethoven’s time and analysis of this
composition, there were four main reasons why this particular work was not
dedicated:

Firstly, although Archduke Rudolph, Prince Lobkowitz and Prince Kinsky
signed a joint agreement, which they endorsed to pay Beethoven 4,000 florins per
year, Beethoven didn’t receive his payment for some reasons.

Secondly, we could find the letters that Beethoven corresponded with his
friends in 1812, Beethoven insisted on a faith that an artist could not despise his
mission and responsibility while he was sponsored or given an official title from
nobleman.
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Thirdly, the premiere of the Eighth Symphony did not receive a burst of
applause, and the review for this composition was mixed. Nevertheless,
Beethoven remained indifferent to the review and expressed his fondness for this
symphony.

Finally, the basic form of Beethoven’s Eighth Symphony is not changed, but
the manipulation of musical material and components in each movement is
mutually connected, which make this symphony a coherent piece of art.

To sum up, the social climate then might have caused Beethoven’s Eighth
Symphony to remain undedicated; nonetheless, the analysis of this symphony’s
musical material and manipulation reveals the influence for the creation of
symphonies. Furthermore, even though the reviews for this symphony were less
than enthusiastic, the musical content of Beethoven’s Eight Symphony has its
undeniable significance and value.

Key words : Beethoven ~ Napoleon ~ symphony ~ 1812 ~ Vienna
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