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Voyage to the Other of Music --

Edward Said on Musical performance

Tsai, Yung-Kai

Abstract

Edward Said, one of the leading thinker in the second half of the 20th century,
has exerted overwhelming impact on culture study and literature criticism by his
post-colonialistic classics “Orientalism”. In addtion to his insights on literature and
politics, his main interest, music, occupies the main portion of his peripheral
writings. Rooted on critical music-historical thought inherited from Adrono and his
own richful knowledge of classical music, Said attempts to broaden his thought of
criticism to embrace the study of music, keeping pace with the concurrent trend of
New Musicology in the United States of America.

In his article ‘Performance as the Extreme Occasion’ and other related
writings, he highlights the significance of “performance”, which has long been
neglected by the conventional study of music. Though rough in theoretical
framework, Said provides a sketch of his ideal subject matter in the study of music.
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