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The Evolution of Military Song
Competition in the Educational

Practice within Military Academies

Chien-Pei HUANG

Abstract

With reforms in national military policies and social changes, the cultural
activities in the military also undergo paradigmatic reform. Currently, artistic
exhibitions and music performances no longer serve to reinforce patriotism;
instead they function to strengthen the military-civilian relationships. The
feedback of the civilian audience is, then, taken into consideration when new
policies are formulated. It is apparent that the cultural policies in the military
have been renovated in its nature, content and in the understanding of
primary/secondary audience.

This study uses secondary data analysis to trace the changes in military
cultural policy and its impact on artistic representations. By investigating three
military song performances, the author observes the policy changes and the art
education reform in military academies. It is expected that the results can serve
as a cross-reference in environmental analysis for reconsidering the efficacy of
cultural policies. At the same time, new concepts of national defense can be
conveyed to the participants of these activities and be practiced by the organizers,
the audience and the society at large, which hopefully can further link national
defense policy and the pulse of the society.

Keywords: military music education, educational practice, social changes,
military song performances, data research

* This article, written on the subject of sociology, uses APA format.
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Music Training within Social Changes:
The Evolution of Military Song
Competition in the Educational

Practice within Military Academies

Chien-Pei HUANG

Summary

Social changes and technological advancement have greatly transformed the
living style in Taiwan in recent years. Within this tide of movement, the artistic
and cultural activities in the military and their marketing strategy also require
new dimensions; and one of the factors which trigger the genesis of these new
dimensions is the national defense policy. In the last few years, the Ministry of
National Defense promotes a scheme entitled, “all-out defense,” which appeals
to the camaraderie spirit of all the civilian citizens. To achieve this, much relies
on effective education. Under this premise, it becomes a norm that the military
cultural activities should serve as channel for education and propaganda. Because
the target audience is all citizens, therefore the design of these activities should
take into consideration the social milieu as well as the communication channels.
In practice, these changes inadvertently revolutionize the organization of cultural
activities in the military, and the most prominent example is military song
competition. Over the years, these competitions, organized at regular intervals,
using songs taught and sung in the army and propagated among young students
through singing competitions in high schools, become recognized as an essential
part of military art. Grounded upon this presupposition, this study focuses on the
military song competition in the army in 2012, 2014, and 2015 and those in Fu
Hsing Kang College, a military academy in the North of Taiwan from 2016-2018.

Recordings of these events are to be reviewed for underlining the changes in the

95



TEERSE 5 32 HA 2020.05
DOI: 10.6244/JOMR.202005_(32).03

military song competitions and discussing the implications on educational

practice. This paper tries to answer the following questions:

1. What is the relationship between the changes in cultural policies and
social changes?

2. From the cases sampled, what strategies are applied to present the
changes in cultural policies?

3. What more can be done in the military song performance to reflect the
social changes?

Primary materials for this study include live recordings made by the author
in the capacity as an educator as well as the video clips available from Youtube.
Samples include the military song competition for the army for 2012, 2014, 2015
together with “2016 Competition of Military Songs for Patriotic Education,”
“2017 Competition of Military Songs for Patriotic Education,” “2017 Military
Songs Competition for All Armies,” and “2018 Competition of Military Songs
for Patriotic Education” organized by Fu Hsing Kang College. The paper
comprises of two parts. Part One looks into the structure of the military song
competitions from 2012 to 2018 and observes the changes made in the 7
competitions in relation to the concurrent social changes. Part One also attempts
to answer the first question: What is the relationship between the changes in
cultural policies and social changes? Part Two focuses on the three military song
competitions organized by Fu Hsing Kang College in 2017 and 2018. From the
perspective of educational practice, the author discusses the themes, the
presentation, and the contents of these events. Contextualizing them within the
transformation of the milieu of the military culture and the social environment,
the author further investigates the structure, the procedures, and the formats and
how they reflect the cultural diversity in the contemporary society. As the advisor
of these competitions, the author studies these cases with secondary data analysis
to probe into the art education. Through questionnaires done with 68 students
and 5 military staff, the author collects data to analyze whether the audience

identifies with the military song competition. Analysis on the structure and the
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format of the performance attempt to answer the second question: From the cases

sampled, what strategies are applied to present the changes in cultural policies?

With the feedback of the audience based on the questionnaire, the author answers

the third question: What more can be done in the military song performance to
reflect the social changes?

In the video recordings, A, B and C performances not only presented the
singing of military songs but also featured actions which add to the atmosphere
of the events. These are done with dialogues written in the humorous language
and slangs popular in youth subculture. From the perspective of cultural
significance, these young people fail to bring out more cultural depth so that these
added passages are mostly irrelevant to the thematic concern of their
performances. On the other hand, D, E, F, and G bear great similarities in the
basic design of the competition. With closer investigation, we find that
Performance D follows the standard format. In the interlude, the participants did
some relatively simple assembling, dissembling and march and they are
conventional in the wearing of uniform and the use of instruments. On the
contrary, E, F, and G have more elaborate aesthetic designs. In addition, the
research further explicates the impact of E, F, and G performances, their
techniques and their influence on art education. These teams were able to
maintain the solemn military style and elements while at the same endowed their
performance with diversity and multi-layered aesthetic expressions, so that they
can avoid the stereotypical performance styles. This also demonstrates that the
military song performances emphasize creativity and innovation; nonetheless, it
is important that these events should convey cultural values with more depth. In
the questionnaire, participants and the audience confirm the output in innovation
and education and acknowledge the contribution of art performance and
competition upon practical military work. The researcher synthesizes the results

from the questionnaire and concludes the following:

1. Reinventing the value of the activity. Military song competition can
reflect the current situation in the army, continue the repertoire, solidify
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the esprit de corps, and stimulate the morale among fellow soldiers and
students. With proper propaganda and good use of online and social
media, these activities can have added values while at the same time
facilitate the improvement in the skills of cultural administration.

. Creating diversity in performance art. Under the impact of population

flow and free market, musical cultural tends to showcase a diversity
because of complicated interlocking of social, ideological, and
commercial factors. This is an inevitable procedure for the development
of military musical art and performance. The liberal social milieu propels
artists to explore and reinvent performance patterns. In the meantime,
more emphasis should be given to inspire the creativity of the
participants.

. Reinforcing educational practice: the efficacy and legacy in training the

participants. The challenges of social change stimulate progress in
teaching, learning and curriculum design in the military art education,
and the military song competition cannot be exempted. In the process, all
the participants become educational practitioners who are given the
responsibility to carry on the musical heritage in military art. Through
artistic educational training and practice, the promotion of military song
competition can preserve the cultural heritage, facilitate the
implementation of government cultural policies, but more importantly

create new values for military art.

Keywords: military music education, educational practice, social changes,

military song performances, data research
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